[image: image1.emf]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       TOWNSHIP OF FALLS AUTHORITY

REGULAR MEETING

May 22, 2019
The regular monthly meeting of the Township of Falls Authority Board of Directors was held on Wednesday, May 22, 2019, in the Board Room at 557 Lincoln Highway, Fairless Hills, PA, at 7:00 P.M.
Salute to the Flag
Roll Call – Anthony Rosso, Chairperson, James Goodwin, Vice Chairperson was present, Brian Binney, Secretary and William Beier, Treasurer were present. Thomas Miles, Assistant Secretary/Treasurer was present. Mike Levin, Authority Solicitor was present, Vanessa Nedrick, Authority Engineer, present, Timothy Hartman, Executive Director, John Ryba, Operations Manager were present, Megan O’Neill, Business Manager and Tammy McAnulty, Recording Secretary, were present.  
Solicitor’s Report on the Executive Session – Mr. Levin reported that Executive Session consisted of administrative issues and potential litigation.
Approve Meeting Minutes for April 24, 2019 Meeting – Mr. Rosso made a motion to approve April 24, 2019 meeting minutes. Mr. Beier seconded the motion.
Poll of the Board:

Mr. Miles

Yes

Mr. Binney

Yes

Mr. Beier

Yes

Mr. Goodwin

Yes

Mr. Rosso

Yes

Motion Carried 5-0

Public Comment – No public comment
Solicitor’s Report – Mr. Levin stated that he has two resolutions for Board approval which were discussed at last month’s meeting. He stated the first resolution is 2019-9 which addresses the split off of irrigation lines and separate meters. The revision to the draft is that the irrigation water meters are to be placed inside not outside otherwise the owner will assume responsibility for weather related damages to the irrigation meter.

Mr. Beier made a motion to approve resolution 2019-9. Mr. Rosso seconded the motion.

 Poll of the Board:

Mr. Miles

Yes

Mr. Binney

Yes

Mr. Beier

Yes

Mr. Goodwin

Yes

Mr. Rosso

Yes

Motion Carried 5-0

Mr. Levin informed the Board the second resolution for Board approval is 2019-8 which would make property owners of commercial meters responsible for repairs and replacement of their meters.

Mr. Rosso made a motion to approve resolution 2019-8. Mr. Beier seconded the motion.

Poll of the Board:

Mr. Miles

Yes

Mr. Binney

Yes

Mr. Beier

Yes

Mr. Goodwin

Yes

Mr. Rosso

Yes

Motion Carried 5-0

Engineer’s Report – 
TOFA Building Center Space Fit Out – Ms. Nedrick stated that RVE submitted a proposal in the amount of $3,540.00 addressing the renovations to the locker room and break area.

Mr. Binney made a motion to approve the proposal in the amount of $3,540.00. Mr. Rosso seconded the motion. 
Poll of the Board:

Mr. Miles

Yes

Mr. Binney

Yes

Mr. Beier

Yes

Mr. Goodwin

Yes

Mr. Rosso

Yes

Motion Carried 5-0

Penn’s Place PS Upgrade – Ms. Nedrick is recommending the Board to award contract in the amount of $138,620.00 to Blooming Glen Contractors, Inc. at the end of the 30-day Public review period on May 24, 2019.

Mr. Beier made a motion to award the contract to Blooming Glen Contractors, Inc. at the end of the 30-day Public review period. Mr. Rosso seconded the motion.

Poll of the Board:

Mr. Miles

Yes

Mr. Binney

Yes

Mr. Beier

Yes

Mr. Goodwin

Yes

Mr. Rosso

Yes

Motion Carried 5-0

Tyburn Road Pump Station Bypass – Ms. Nedrick is recommending Award of Contract in the amount of $32,678.33 to K.E. Seifert at the end of the 30-day Public Review period on May 24, 2019.

Mr. Beier made a motion to Award Contract to K.E. Seifert in the amount $32,678.33 at the end of the 30-day Public Review on May 24, 2019. Mr. Rosso seconded the motion.

Poll of the Board:

Mr. Miles

Yes

Mr. Binney

Yes

Mr. Beier

Yes

Mr. Goodwin

No

Mr. Rosso

Yes

Motion Carried 4-1


Fallsington Interconnection – Ms. Nedrick stated that Lower Bucks will be handling the restoration and will be doing the work along with Seifert. She is hopeful the work will begin in July.
Mr. Hartman added that while LBCJMA would be responsible for backfilling the trench and for interim restoration pavement restoration, TOFA would be responsible for final restoration on its portion of the project and was authorized to use the LBCJMA paving contractor at the LBCJMA contracted unit pricing.

Cabot Diesel Study – Ms. Nedrick stated that the study is complete and is awaiting Mr. Beech’s signature. She also stated that we should hold off until KVK is in full production. 
Headley Sewage Pump Station Generator and Fence Project – Ms. Nedrick stated that the design is in review and RVE is working with PECO for the installation of the new gas service for the new generator. 
Modeling of Water System – Ms. Nedrick stated that she met with staff and the Operation’s Manager has a copy of the report. 
Nottingham Village I/I Project – Ms. Nedrick stated that pre-construction meeting will be held on May 28, 2019.

Mr. Binney asked if the Authority will be notifying residents so they are aware not to run washing machines or flush toilets while work is ongoing. Mr. Ryba stated that an explanatory letter will be delivered to each resident regarding the project, and as the contractor approaches each street, another letter will be given to the residents. 

Ms. Nedrick requested a reduction in escrow in the amount of $2100.00 for Buckingham Properties for 550 West Trenton Rd. 

Mr. Beier made a motion to reduce the escrow for Buckingham Properties in the amount of $2100.00. Mr. Rosso seconded the motion.

Poll of the Board:

Mr. Miles

Yes

Mr. Binney

Yes

Mr. Beier

Yes

Mr. Goodwin

Yes

Mr. Rosso

Yes

Motion Carried 5-0

Ms. Nedrick requested a reduction in escrow for PF Langhorne for the Patient First in the amount of $24,955.00. 

Mr. Beier made a motion to reduce the escrow to PF Langhorne in the amount of $24,955.00. Mr. Rosso seconded the motion.

Poll of the Board:

Mr. Miles

Yes

Mr. Binney

Yes

Mr. Beier

Yes

Mr. Goodwin

Yes

Mr. Rosso

Yes

Motion Carried 5-0

Executive Director’s Report – 

2018 Audit Presentation - Mr. Hartman reported that Cathy Seiler of Brinker Simpson, the Authority’s auditing firm, has requested time before the Board on the evening of June 26 to present the 2018 audit. The Chairman suggested and the Board agreed that the start time for the June 26 executive session be moved up 15 minutes to 5:45 p.m. to allow sufficient time for the presentation, questions and discussion. 

Center Space Rehabilitation - Mr. Hartman reported that all of the previously planned work for the office building center space has been completed and inspected by Falls Township Code Enforcement and the Fire Marshal. He noted that following the April Board meeting staff had met with RVE to scope out the remaining building work including lighting and electrical outlets for the center space and the expansion of the operations locker room and break areas. Mr. Hartman added that this meeting was the basis for the engineering proposal presented at the meeting. 
Electric Purchase Contract - Mr. Hartman recommended that the Board award the 54 month electric purchase bid to Constellation Newenergy, Inc., at an annual savings of $17,416 over the current contract pricing. 
Mr. Rosso made a motion to award the 54 month electric purchase bid to Constellation Newenergy, Inc. Mr. Beier seconded the motion.

Poll of the Board:

Mr. Miles

Yes

Mr. Binney

Yes

Mr. Beier

Yes

Mr. Goodwin

Yes

Mr. Rosso

Yes

Motion Carried 5-0

Website Design Update - Mr. Hartman reported the work is on schedule to have the new website up and operating this summer. He noted that staff has separately approved the site map and site format and that Authority site information was currently being loaded onto the site for staff review.

Employee Handbook Schedule - Mr. Hartman reported that Labor Counsel has recommended postponing work on the Employee Handbook until the Township has completed its revised handbook so that, to the extent practicable, the two handbooks would be consistent. He added that in the meantime individual policy needs could be addressed separately.

Employee Background Checks - Mr. Hartman reported that the Authority is currently compliant with the PA Department of Human Services child protection background check requirements for the employment of temporary help under the age of 18. He added that Labor Counsel has reached out to the solicitors of our service area school districts to learn if the school districts require background checks for utility workers entering onto their properties.


Mr. Beier questioned the cost of $679.00 for safety vests. Mr. Ryba explained it was for all the field staff as well as summer help.


Mr. Binney asked if there is preventative maintenance done on the flush truck because it seems each year we spend quite a bit on repairs. Mr. Ryba stated it is a 2001 model and it does require quite a bit of maintenance. He stated that maybe we can look into purchasing a new one and sharing it with the Township which could cut the cost possibly in half.
Bills for Payment – Mr. Beier made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $1,084,884.06. Mr. Rosso seconded the motion.
Poll of the Board:

Mr. Miles

Yes

Mr. Binney

Yes

Mr. Beier

Yes

Mr. Goodwin

Yes

Mr. Rosso

Yes
Motion Carried 5-0

Board Comment 
Mr. Miles – No comment
Mr. Beier – Mr. Beier asked Mr. Ryba how we know that the air quality is safe at the stations. Mr. Ryba stated that there is exhaust fans in all of them and portable sensors for the confined spaces. Mr. Beier thanked everyone for their efforts.
Mr. Binney – No comment
Mr. Goodwin – Mr. Goodwin wished everyone a Happy Memorial Day and thanked everyone for their efforts.
Mr. Rosso – No comments
Adjournment – Mr. Rosso made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm. Next meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 26, 2019 at 7:00 p.m with the Executive Session beginning at 5:45 p.m. The Board was unanimously in favor. 
